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Theosophical Society
Point Loma - Blavatskyhouse

Literature, supporting the study (on Sunday, December 18, 2022)
of the lecture of Erwin Bomas (on Sunday, December 11, 2022)

Series: Peace, freedom and free will
Lecture: Karma and free will

Gottfried de Purucker - ‘Free Will’
The Dialogues of G. de Purucker, Vol. 3, pp. 123-126 (orig. edition)

Free download of the original edition of the book:
https://blavatskyhouse.org/reading/gottfried-de-purucker/the-dialogues-of-g-de-purucker1-2-3/

There is a seeming reluctance on your part, my Brothers, boldly to face and to understand the
so-called problem of free will. There is no need to shirk this problem. The essence of a man is
will, which is one of the facets of that eternal mystery of which other facets are consciousness,
intelligence, love — human words, but it is in words that we imbody our intuitions of these
Realities. Every monad of the countless hosts of them — and they are infinite in number, which
means beginningless and endless — every monad, however far evolved or however greatly
unevolved, has its modicum or portion of free will, which it has self-won by evolving forth its own
essence through striving — but through karman likewise. Why? Here is the secret, and you have
been told it time and time again. The core of the core of the heart of the heart of each one of you
is THAT, Parabrahman, the Boundless. Strip off sheath after sheath after sheath of
consciousness through almost endless ages. That final kernel — you will never reach it because it
is infinity — that final kernel, that ultimate something, is THAT, the heart of the Boundless: Tat
twam asi, That thou art.

Therefore our free will, however much it may be crippled through our ignorance, stupidity, and
sleeping in matter, that free will is essentially the free will of infinitude with which each one of us
is inherently endowed, because it is a part of our essence, since we are all children of this
infinitude. We are drops in the ocean of Cosmic Life, and the heart of each such drop contains
its portion of that Cosmic Ocean's free will. And a man’s free will becomes progressively freer
precisely in proportion as he can outgrow his humanity and become more divine, which means
become more alike unto his own inner center of being, the heart of things, the heart of the
Universe, Parabrahman, THAT.

What is karman? Karman comes upon us because we are integral and inseparable parts of a
greater Cosmic Life which works upon us, which reacts against our feeble efforts to “kick
against the pricks”: that is to say, willfully to follow our selfish or quasi-selfish passions and
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thoughts. Nature strives eternally to re-establish broken equilibriums, which mean disharmonies.
As long as a being lives for itself alone, or partially so, and forgets the Universe of which it is an
inseparable part and the rights and interests of other beings, just so long will such action be
selfish or partially selfish — and the great weight of Nature will be reacting against such selfish
procedures. This action and its consequent reaction form karman. The road to peace,
inexpressible power and bliss, is by remembering — and acting upon the remembrance - that we
are all integral parts in the greater life in which we live. This greater life in its turn is but one of a
multitude of other greater lives forming a still greater life; and this forms part of the background,
the ocean of consciousness, which rolls its waves through us, unconsciously to us. This greater
life in its turn is but one unit in a body, an aggregate, forming an atom, if you like, in the being of
a still greater consciousness; and so on as far as our Universe extends. And our Universe is only
one of an infinite number of others, which in their fashion build up still greater structures of
cosmic existence.

Now, you have all the weight of these various aggregates pressing upon the will of each one of
you; and your will is supreme above them all, if you will use it; for you are a child of the
Boundless. That slender thread of will which is a function of consciousness, of intelligence, can
prevail over a Universe. The weight of the Universe cannot crush it out, for that Universe is but a
larger imbodiment of the same thing, which finds its more feeble thread of action in each one of
us. The very heart of a man is free will — but this is not the indeterminacy of which modern
scientists are talking, not at all. There is absolutely naught that is fortuitous or ‘chancy’ about it.
It is the very essence of things. A man has free will because he is an integral and inseparable
drop in the Cosmic Life-Intelligence; and as a man enters ever more and more into the wondrous
deeps of his being, he comes into ever larger and larger measure of will, of intelligence, of
wisdom, of love, of all the cosmic qualities of which we feel but feeble reflections.

Now, an atom, a molecule, or a cell in our physical bodies is as much an entity as any one of you
is — because each one is a composite being, just as you are in your composite character, and
yet each one imbodies a Monad just as each one of you imbodies a Monad. Each such
individual feels all the weight and the urge of the will, the aspirations, and the sins, of the man
whose body it helps to build. Yet nothing that the man can do, no matter how greatly he sin or
how greatly he rise, can change that spark of free will in that molecule, in that atom, in that
electron, in that inhabitant of an electron, or in that cell which helps to build his body; and that
entity, call it by what name you will, can strive against the great weight of your will and your
karman acting upon it, and react against it. Just so we human beings, or the gods, or the beasts,
or what not in our own universe, strive against the surrounding weight of the Universe which
presses against us. We act upon it, and it reacts against us; yet it cannot crush us. We can
control it, or portions of it, if we use our will, just as it to a certain extent controls us and uses us.

Do not get the idea that man is a mere machine. It is not true. Man has free will, because his
essence, the fountain of his being, that kernel in him from which flows forth into manifestation all
that is, that heart, the core of that kernel, is THAT — and all relations between it and any
individual offspring of it are KARMAN. This is so because the part, the offspring, is absolutely and
unto eternity inseparable from the Whole. Tat twam asi.
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